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Ahmed Khaled Al-Hamidi, the supervisor of Al Shaqab event at Darb Al Saai, emphasized the success of the event in attracting 

different groups of visitors through various programs, such as traditional horse shows carried out by Al Shaqab Academy students 

and the horse-riding event, pointing out that the event organizers make good use of the opportunity of Darb Al Saai to provide its 

services to new groups that do not usually participate in horse sports such as children under age of 4.

Al-Hamidi explained that Darb Al-Saai represents an opportunity to teach the largest possible number of community members 

on the ancient ways of riding horses, adding, «The category that does not have programs in Al Shaqab, we try to cover them on 

national holidays, such as children at the age of 2 and 4 years, as we have developed programs for them in Darb Al Saai to get to 

know the horse and learn to ride it.” The event also targets older youth to learn the right way to ride and handle the horse in a safe 

manner.

 Traditional Shows Attracts Visitors

Al-DaamSarddal
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He pointed to the cooperation of the organizers of the event with the Organizing Committee for the National Day activities to 

provide a suitable place and time for young people from outside the academy to perform sword and spear shows on horses, 

which is a traditional heritage activity, explaining that it is a unique opportunity to work closely and on the ground, which brings 

many benefits to young people. The importance of the Al Shaqab event lies in what it includes of various activities and events 

that satisfy all tastes, such as: horse shows, horse and carriage riding, as well as heritage shows, as well as many benefits of horse 

riding for children, including enhancing children’s self-confidence and strengthening their personalities, and getting them used 

to trying new and useful things that will affect them in various aspects of their lives.

Al Shaqab event allows visitors to learn closely about the Qatari heritage in terms of Arabian horse breeding  and its various uses 

in the past. It also aims to involve the younger group in horse riding and learn about the advantages of Arabian horses.

Hamad Jamal Al-Hajri, one of the participants in the traditional horse shows, said: His participation in the show events with 

Arabian horses at Darb Al-Saai in Umm Salal comes through his sense of responsibility to preserve the heritage of fathers and 

grandfathers, as Arabian horses are an integral part of the authentic Qatari heritage. Al-Hajri explained that he rides horseback 

with an Arab saddle while wearing the Qatari traditional uniform, and performs traditional shows with Arabian horses in a 

beautiful way that represents one of the features of heritage and reflects the history and glory of the State of Qatar.

Umm Jassim said that she encourages her children to ride horses and take souvenir photos of them on horseback, explaining that 

the Al Shaqab event and other heritage activities at Darb Al Saai connect children with Qatar›s authentic heritage, as they learn 

about the heritage of our ancestors and our authentic identity.

Ahmed Selim said that his presence with his children and their participation in Al Shaqab event held at Darb Al-Saai came to 

teach and learn them about the horse-riding activity as it has a lot of benefits, pointing out that horse riding promotes children’s 

self-confidence and develops their capabilities, as well as it improves their social skills. 

Al-MajdamiAl-Nokhatha
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Immersive happiness at the Darb Al-Saai when the referee of the Portugal-Morocco match blew his whistle 

announcing the victory of Morocco national team, and their qualification for the semi-finals in a historic achievement 

for Arab and African football, as Morocco qualified to be the first Arab and African team to reach the semi-finals of 

the FIFA World Cup.

The visitors of Darb Al-Saai were watching the match on the huge screens that are located throughout the event, and 

continued to cheer for Morocco national team until the last minute of the match, as it is the team that still represents 

the Arabs in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. Shouts were launched and the flags of Morocco were carried, and the 

audiences celebrated Morocco national team advancing to semi-finals. Watching the match was a beautiful picture 

of Arab solidarity and Arab and Islamic unity.

Ahmed, a Qatari citizen who was watching the match, said that the victory belongs to all of us as Arabs, as we are all 

one nation from the ocean to the Gulf. As for Mazyouna, a Mauritanian fan, she said that the victory and qualification 

come as a continuation of what the Arabs have accomplished by hosting the World Cup for the first time on Arab and 

Islamic land in Qatar.

Cheers of joy at Darb Al-Saai after Morocco 

qualified for the World Cup semi-finals

Al-Ghais
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The Music Affairs Center at the Ministry of Culture organized a new musical evening entitled «The Oud 
Trilogy», on the main stage at Darb Al-Saai, as part of the activities of the National Day 2022.

The evening presented the best melodies and the most delicate tones on the strings of the Oud (lute), with 
the young Qatari talents, accompanied by musicians from the orchestra. The playing varied between the 
solos and the collective ones, accompanied by the orchestra. The musical evening was also accompanied 
with famous Arabic and global playing that makes it a mixture of Arabic and western playing. 

The interaction with the evening exceeded to the remarkable mixing between the oud players, with the 
music of the orchestra, where six pieces of music were presented, reflecting this mixing between Arab 
music, including Qatari, Gulf, and Western music. This mixing was evident in the presentation of the 
musical piece for the national work “ Ya Qatar Ant Al Alhayat“ (Oh Qatar, you are the life), and between 
presenting Beethoven’s symphony No. 5, as well as presenting Lunga music by the late musician Riyad Al-
Sunbati, in addition to presenting a solo playing on the oud, with orchestra music.

The musician Muhammad Al-Khuzai presented the song “Laila Lu Baqi Laila” by Abdul Rab Idris, while 
the oud player Ali Al-Khulusi presented the piece “Bach”, while the oud player Abdulaziz Saleh presented 
the song “Ya Musafir Wahdak” by the musician Muhammad Abdul-Wahhab. The artist Abdulaziz Saleh 
expresses his happiness at participating in the activities of the National Day. Describing this participation 
as a great honor for him, and that it is the duty of everyone, especially the artists, who always respond to 
the nation›s call to raise his/her name in various forums, with great passion and enthusiasm.

Global Music on the Main Theatre 
at Darb Al-Saai

Al-Seeb
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The idea of «The Oud Trilogy» is determined by the artist Abdulaziz Saleh that it’s based on a mixture 
of Arabic and Western music. Through this mixing six pieces were presented, we deliberately made 
the choices suitable for everyone, and therefore a national work was presented entitled “ Ya Qatar 
Ant Al Alhayat“ (Oh Qatar, you are the life), in addition to presenting an oriental work by the late 
musician Riyad Al-Sunbati, in addition to presenting a Western work, especially for “Beethoven.” 
The presentation of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony is considered one of the new ideas, to be presented 
through the lutes, as we introduced Arab dimensions to it. This is the second time it has been 
organised, with the first one held at the Qatar National Theatre, with the aim to have a larger 
programme to fit for works of more than one-and-a-half-hour duration.

And about his role in the «Oud Trilogy» evening, The artist Abdulaziz Saleh says that he presented 
the song «Ya msafer Wahdak» by the late artist Mohammed Abdulwahab, and he stressed that the 
focus during the solo was done according to three criteria, by presenting Gulf, Eastern and Western 
works.

On his part, the artist Ali Al Khulusi expressed his keenness to participate in the events of the 
National Day of the State 2022 through the evening «Oud Trilogy», due to the importance of 
participation in such events for artists to provide works that convey their love and belonging to the 
country.

He says that the event has been in the making for a long time, and is a combination of Arab and 
Western works, with the participation of three orchestras. Abdulaziz said he played a solo on Oud 
with the orchestra, presenting a Western music piece for the first time using the Oud instrument, a 
piece by the late Baroque period musician Johann Sebastian Bach. 

He recalls that other works were presented the same evening, such as «Ya Qatar Anti Al-Hayat», 
«Lunka Riad Al-Sinbati» and Beethoven›s Fifth Symphony, with a Western Orchestra and Arab 
rhythms, by the maestro Geovanni.

As for Mr. Abdullah Nimour, Oud expert and trainer, says that he and the Qatar Orchestra 
presented six full musical performances at Darb Al-Saai during the National Day celebrations for 
2022, describing the events of this year›s National Day as «one of the most beautiful and great 
celebrations held in Darb Al-Saai, where these events present an impressive picture of Qatari 
culture and the distinctive societal heritage of Qatar, especially with these important musical 
performances in which this year participates» “This year, Oud Trilogy is presented by the Music 
Centre, which once again demonstrates the importance of supporting musical culture and 
encouraging talented Qatari youth to create a space in which they can express their talent in a 
sophisticated and outstanding manner”, he added. 

He is pleased with the successful organization of such events, and hopes that similar events would 
follow to allow those interested in culture, art and music to practice their arts in Qatar.
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A large number of citizens, residents and tourists continue to visit the locations of 13 
local products businesses at Darb Al-Saai, under the name “From Home”, showcasing 
their local products in a festive atmosphere that attracts the masses.

The production shops «From Home» are located in Darb Al-Saai Market, which is a 
mini version of Souq Waqif, and is located at the entrance of Darb Al-Saai, offering 
and selling varied products such as traditional food, perfumes, cafes, gifts, handicrafts 
such as the traditional Saddou, Khoos, Naqdah, and Besht/national dressembroidery.

The Assistant Director of the Department of Family Affairs of the Ministry of Social 
Development and Family, Fatima Al-Nuaimi said that this year›s participation in Darb 
Al-Saai took place in the framework of highlighting the identity of «From Home», 
the new identity of enterprises and industries in Qatari hands, and it is great that 

Small home businesses attract 

visitors in Darb Al-Saai

Al-DaamSarddal
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it coincides with the World Cup that helps 
attract a number of diverse audiences. 

Sheikha Khamis, owner of “Sufrat Al-Ams 
w Al-Yoom” (Yesterday and Today’s Dining 
table) for traditional cuisine, said that she 
was participating for the second time in Darb 
Al-Saai,  and that her participation came 
through the Ministry of Social Development 
and Family. She explained that she offers a 
range of traditional food and desserts that 
are in high demand.

Ms. Umm Saeed participates in a series of special exhibits from the Saddou industry, 
stressing that this heritage craft is particularly popular during the National Day. Umm 
Saeed noted that she continues to craft despite her old age and that there are many 
Qatari families ordering their home-decorating products and shopping for many other 
manufactures.

Mariam Bogsum, owner of a gifts and handicrafts store, explained that this is her first 
participation in Darb Al-Saai, noting that this participation expands the circle of knowledge 
and customers of her project, and continued: 
«The Darb Al-Saai Market is organised in a 
way that helps highlight the handicrafts of 
the productive families and provide them to 
the public well.»

While Ghada, from the shop «Atter Al-
Mlook» (Fragrance of Royals), said that their 
products vary from women›s fragrances to 
Bukhoor and fragrance products, which are 
hand-made and fit all tastes, explaining that 
this participation has familiarised them with 
the market demands. 

Al-MajdamiAl-Nokhatha
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Darb Al-Saai Market is home to many shops that sell handmade items inspired by the local heritage, so as to convey an 

image of the old life in Qatar and how the people relied on very simple materials to meet the requirements of their lives. 

The market will take those who wander in its corners back in time, in a unique experience that brings them so close to the 

reality of those times. Some of the shops you will find there is the wicker shop, where visitors could learn about wicker, the 

old furniture making method using palm tree leaves. 

Here, Latifa Al-Dosari, owner of a wicker shop in Darb Al-Saai, says that the craft is one she inherited from her grandparents, 

which they relied so much on in the manufacture of items used in the household, for example the “Qaffa”, which was used 

in the preservation of household purposes, “Sufrat Al-Ta’aam” (dinning table), “Al-Mahfa”, and many others. 

Al Dosari explained that materials extracted from palm trees is used in this process, as it is a very resourceful plant, 

explaining that the parts used in wicker industry is purified, cleaned and put in water, and then dried in the sun, and 

colours could then be added after the steps.

The wicker craft was all manual work and it was important to introduce it to the current generation due to its popularity 

in the past.

She said that her presence in her shop at Darb Al-Saai to sell wicker material has several goals. First, it teaches her visitors 

the history of this industry, as the younger generations seem to know so little about this craft, and introduces them to the 

many benefits of palm trees, other than the fruit of dates, and how they’re utilised in other industries. 

Al-Khoos (wicker) is the craft of grandparents inherited by generations

Al-Ghais
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صور من درب الساعي



12

Events

Darb Al Saai Events

Main TheatreMoqtar

PublicDaily Forecast

Cloudy From 03:00 to 12:0024 °
Prayer times

Fajr
04:46

Dhuhr
11:27

Asr
02:25

Maghrib
04:47

Isha
06:17

Al Shaqab Al-Izbah


